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University Mask Guidelines Updated 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
In accordance with new guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
[https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html], Marshall University has 
updated its mask requirements for students and employees. 
 
Effective immediately, people who are fully vaccinated* are no longer required to wear a mask in 
university buildings, except in in-person instructional settings like classrooms, laboratories, studios, etc. 
For now, the mask requirement in those spaces remains in effect for everyone, regardless of vaccination 
status. 
 
Please note that if you have a condition or are taking medications that weaken your immune system, you 
may NOT be fully protected even if you are fully vaccinated. Talk to your health care provider. Even after 
vaccination, you may need to continue taking all precautions. 
 
Marshall University strongly encourages every member of the university community to get vaccinated. If 
you have not yet received the vaccine, visit the university’s coronavirus website 
[https://www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/return-to-campus-spring-2021/testing-and-vaccine-information/] 
for clinic information. 
 
Students who plan to take classes this fall are required to complete the Student Vaccination Registry 
[https://mubert.marshall.edu/vaccinerecord.php]. 
 






* In general, you are considered fully vaccinated: two weeks after your second dose in a two-dose series, 
such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines; or two weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & 
Johnson’s Janssen vaccine. If you don’t meet these requirements, regardless of your age, you are NOT 






Grassie Signs New Five-Year Agreement 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
Marshall men’s soccer head coach Chris Grassie has signed a new five-
year deal that keeps him signed through the 2025 season, the school 
announced Friday following the Thundering Herd’s 2020 NCAA Title. 
 
Grassie will be compensated $375,750 annually. 
 
“Right now we have the best program in the country,” Coach Grassie said. 
“I want to make sure we continue to grow and evolve so we can win more 
championships.” 
 
Grassie, who just finished his fourth season at the helm of the program, has 
built the Herd into not just a Conference USA contender, but a national 
power. He has led Marshall to back-to-back C-USA titles. 
 
“I’m so excited and pleased that Chris Grassie will continue to lead our men’s soccer program well into 
the future,” said Marshall Director of Athletics Mike Hamrick. “He’s lived up to every expectation since 
we’ve hired him and I know that the entire Thundering Herd fanbase is thrilled to see this news today.” 
 
Grassie came to Marshall in January of 2017. Before his arrival in Huntington, Grassie had led the 
University of Charleston to back-to-back appearances in the Division II National Championship match. 
The Newcastle upon-Tyne, United Kingdom native began his work of putting Marshall into the national 
conversation. 
 
Grassie’s first season at Marshall resulted in an 8-10-1 record as the team earned the sixth seed in the 
conference tournament, after being picked to finish eighth out of eight teams. Still, the Herd showed the 
growth and the promise that was yet to come as the squad upset 3rd-seeded Kentucky 1-0 in the first 
round. Marshall then fell in the semifinal 1-0 to No. 2 seed Old Dominion, who went on to win the 
championship. In 2018, the Herd finished as the fifth seed in conference and again pulled off an upset of 
No. 4 seed FIU, 2-1, in the first round before falling to No. 1 seed Kentucky who also went on to win the 
title. 
 
In 2019, everything started to come together as Marshall won a program-record 16 matches, and became 
ranked in the top 25 for the first time since 2001. The Herd also earned the No. 1 seed in the C-USA 
Tournament, defeating Kentucky in the semifinal, 1-0. Then Marshall won the Conference USA title 
match with a 1-0 victory over No. 2 seed Charlotte with a golden goal from Pedro Dolabella, one of 
Grassie’s first recruits, in the second overtime. The Herd earned its first C-USA Championship and berth 
in the NCAA Tournament. Marshall was picked as the No. 11 seed in the postseason and hosted a second 
round match against WVU. 
 
In front of a Hoops Family Field-record crowd of 2,126 fans, the Herd defeated the Mountaineers 2-1. It 
was the largest crowd of any first or second round match in the NCAA Tournament that season. Marshall 
moved on to the Sweet 16 where it fell 4-1 at No. 6 Washington. 
 
Throughout the season, the Herd earned numerous accolades including Grassie being named Conference 
USA Coach of the Year. 
 
Marshall was set to begin the defense of its C-USA title in the fall of 2020 before the year was postponed 
until the spring of 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The magical ride of the 2020-21 season finally 
got started with actual competition on Feb. 13 against Ohio Valley with a 1-1 draw. The Herd then began 
to find its rhythm, and as the season progressed, the team kept playing better and better. 
 
Throughout the year, Marshall possessed a stingy defense that, by season’s end, led the nation in shutouts 
with 11. Grassie’s ball-control style helped reduce the amount of chances for the opponents and increased 
the Herd’s opportunities to break down the opposition. Without a C-USA Tournament, every single 
regular season conference match was crucial and Marshall went into the final with a 5-0-1 record, while 
Charlotte came in with a 5-0-0 mark. The Herd defeated the 12th-ranked 49ers 2-0, to earn its second-
straight C-USA Championship and another automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. Grassie was again 
named the league’s Coach of the Year. 
 
With a smaller field due to the pandemic, Marshall entered the NCAA tournament ranked No. 10 but was 
considered an unseeded team as just the top eight were given the designations. However, Grassie’s 
confidence in his squad never wavered as he believed from the start that this team had what it took to win 
the whole thing. And he was right. 
 
The journey to the title for the Herd began against No. 23 Fordham in the second round. Marshall 
defeated the Rams 2-1 in overtime as Milo Yosef provided both goals for the Herd. Marshall then met the 
top-overall seed, No. 1 Clemson Tigers in the Sweet 16. The match played to a 1-1 draw after 110 
minutes and moved to a penalty kick shootout. The Herd came out victorious as Marshall never quit, even 
after missing its first attempt. Oliver Semmle, who was named C-USA Goalkeeper of the Year, made a 
crucial save that kept the shootout tied at 6-6 and opened the door for the Herd. All-American Vitor 
Dias put an end to the day with a left-footed blast that moved Marshall on to the Elite 8 for the first time 
in team history. 
 
After defeating the No. 1 seed, the Herd then took on the defending national champions in No. 8 
Georgetown, and yet Grassie knew that he still had the better team on the pitch. Jamil Roberts, another 
member of Grassie’s first recruiting class, scored his first NCAA postseason game-winner in the 70th 
minute as Marshall eliminated another seeded 
team. Then came the College Cup, where the 
Herd met No. 16 North Carolina in the Final 
Four, a team that had been to that stage numerous 
times. Grassie’s team took care of the Tar Heels 
1-0 as Roberts buried another game-winner in the 
60th minute as Marshall moved on to the final for 
the first time in program history. 
 
The Herd was matched up against No. 3 Indiana, 
a program with eight previous national 
championships. Grassie’s squad was again not 
intimidated by its opponent and thoroughly 
outplayed the Hoosiers. Marshall won the time of 
possession battle 62 percent to 38 percent, outshot Indiana 17-8, and 8-1 on goal. However, the match 
moved into overtime, and with less than three minutes left in the first extra frame, Dias had a shot attempt 
that was saved by the keeper, but was loose on the far side. After two deflections off the woodwork, 
Roberts tapped in his third consecutive game-winner and Grassie’s crew won the national championship. 
 
The team returned to Huntington the next day to a hero’s welcome as fans packed Hoops Family Field to 
greet the champions. 
 
For all of the latest information on the Marshall men’s soccer team, follow the Herd on 







Five to be inducted into the Marshall University School of 
Journalism and Mass Communications Hall of Fame 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
Marshall University’s W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications (SOJMC) 
Hall of Fame is welcoming five new members. 
 
Steve Cotton, Brent Cunningham, Jack Houvouras, Mike Kirtner and Virginia Sherlock will be inducted 
into the hall during a ceremony this fall. 
 
“I’m impressed every time,” said Janet Dooley, retiring SOJMC director and associate dean of the 
College of Arts and Media. “I know our JMC grads often excel in the media industry, but reviewing the 
exceptional credentials of the Hall of Fame nominations each year is remarkable. 
 
“The number of nominations, the breadth of their experiences and their contributions to media 
demonstrate why selecting an induction class is such a challenge. I’m delighted to welcome this year’s 
inductees.” 
 
The first class was enshrined in 1985, and the latest honorees brings the number of inductees to 78. 
 
“This year’s class of inductees is another perfect example that proves Marshall has one of the best 
journalism and mass communications programs in the country,” said Chris Dickerson, president of 
the SOJMC Alumni Advisory Board, which handles the nomination process. “We’re fortunate to have 
such a rich pool of candidates that represents successes in varied aspects of the field locally, regionally 
and nationally. 
 
“We are extremely proud of all of our graduates, and it is an honor to welcome five more very deserving 
members to our Hall of Fame.” 
 
Cotton, a 1995 graduate of the SOJMC master’s program, is known to most people as “The Voice of The 
Herd” for his play-by-play work for Learfield/IMG College broadcasts of Marshall football, men’s 
basketball and baseball games. He has been honored as the West Virginia Sportscaster of the Year by the 
National Sports Media Association 14 times, more than anyone in state history. He will start his 26th 
season as the radio voice of the Herd and 29th season overall with Marshall this fall. He called his 300th 
Herd football game in 2019 and his 1,000th overall Marshall broadcast in 2020. 
 
Cunningham, a 1988 SOJMC graduate, currently is executive editor of the Food & Environment 
Reporting Network. He previously has written for the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, USA 
Today, the Nation, Pacific Standard, Lapham’s Quarterly, Vox, CNN.com, Nieman Reports and the 
Charleston Daily Mail. He spent 15 years as a media critic while serving as managing editor of the 
Columbia Journalism Review. His critical writing about the media was included in the anthology “Our 
Unfree Press: One Hundred Years of Radical Media Criticism.” 
 
Houvouras, a 1988 SOJMC graduate, founded HQ Publishing Company and started Huntington Quarterly 
magazine a year after graduation. The company now produces six magazines covering topics such as 
education, health care and law. He established the John H. Houvouras Scholarship for SOJMC students. 
He also has served as summer games director of the West Virginia Special Olympics and president of the 
board of Little Victories Animal Rescue. Houvouras also is a graduate of Leadership West Virginia and a 
past honoree as an entrepreneur by both the West Virginia Small Business Administration and the Herald-
Dispatch. 
 
Kirtner, a 1973 SOJMC graduate, is the co-founder and president and CEO of Kindred Communications. 
After a few years of moving up and down the radio dial locally and elsewhere (including serving as an 
advisor with Marshall’s broadcast department), Kirtner returned to Huntington in 1992 and created 
Kindred. The company now includes six radio stations and Kindred Digital and maintains a presence in 
the community as the flagship for Thundering Herd sports broadcast. Kirtner is a member of the West 
Virginia Broadcasting Hall of Fame and was given the Distinguished Service to Marshall University 
award in 2019. 
 
Sherlock, a 1970 SOJMC graduate, already was a seasoned reporter when she became a desk supervisor 
at the Associated Press in New York less than four years after graduating. That feat is even more 
impressive realizing female journalists then mostly wrote for the “women’s pages.” She played a key role 
in updating the AP Stylebook during her time there, including changes to how women were referenced in 
stories. After her journalism career, Sherlock obtained a real estate license and eventually a law degree. 
She is now a partner in an environmental law firm in Stuart, Florida. She is the daughter of W. Page Pitt, 
the founder of the SOJMC. 
 
Five new members were added to the Hall of Fame last year, but COVID-19 protocols forced last year’s 
event to be canceled. Bill Bissett, Tony Crutchfield, Chris Fabry, Dan Hollis and Susan Nicholas will be 
honored at this fall’s induction ceremony as well. 
 
Bissett, a 1997 graduate of the SOJMC Master’s program, is president and CEO of the Huntington 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. He also has served as Chief of Staff and Senior Vice President for 
Communications of Marshall University under the late President Stephen J. Kopp. He also was President 
of the Kentucky Coal Association. He is a Huntington native, a United States Army veteran and holds 
three degrees from Marshall (BA 1992, Ed.D. 2014). 
 
Crutchfield, a 1982 SOJMC graduate, is Senior Vice President of Army Systems, Defense, Space and 
Security with Boeing. He served in the U.S. Army with distinction, rising to the rank of Lieutenant 
General. He also is a member of the Board of Society of Yeager Scholars, and he is involved in other 
types of service to the university. 
 
Fabry, a 1982 SOJMC graduate, is a best-selling author and an award-winning broadcaster. Primarily 
focusing his work on family and Christian issues, the Culloden native has written more than 80 books – 
including titles that have landed him on The New York Times best-seller lists – and has hosted national 
radio programs for more than 35 years. 
 
Hollis has been a member of the SOJMC faculty since 1999. He has inspired countless former students to 
become journalists, and he continues to produce award-winning video projects as well. He graduated from 
the University of Southern Indiana and has a master’s degree from the University of Kentucky. He has 
received numerous awards and honors during his two decades at Marshall, most recently the Hedrick 
Outstanding Faculty Award. 
 
Nicholas, a 1990 SOJMC graduate, currently is an anchor for WSAZ’s First Look at Four, but she has 
been a fixture in local broadcasting for more than 30 years. The Milton native also previously worked at 
WOWK-TV and has helped the SOJMC in a variety of ways over the years, such as hosting last year’s 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony. 
 
Inductees need to have a connection to the SOJMC, such as being a graduate or a faculty member, and 
should meet at least one of two major criteria to be nominated: 
 
• A graduate of Marshall’s JMC program who has contributed to Journalism and Mass 
Communications as a profession. The nominee has made a contribution to the profession 
of journalism or has made a positive impact upon the profession. 
• Contribution(s) to Marshall University’s SOJMC. The nominee, either through talent, treasure or 
activity, has made an outstanding impact upon the school. 
 
The school has an enshrinement dinner and ceremony each fall to honor the inductees. Details about this 
fall’s ceremony will be announced at a later date. 
 





















Virtual session to cover gardening, farmers markets and 
agriculture 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
Join the more than 2,800 West Virginians who have 
registered and participated in the 40-TOP Virtual, 
hosted by the Alliance for the Economic 
Development of Southern West Virginia. On 
Wednesday, June 2,  at 10 a.m. we will be hosting a 
dynamic panel of experts to discuss West Virginia 
gardening, farmers markets and agriculture. We 
will be discussing the impacts of COVID, the 
SNAP Stretch program, and farmers market 




• Kent Leonhardt, West Virginia Agriculture Commissioner 
• Erica Gallimore, Project Coordinator, West Virginia Farmers Market Association 
• Matthew D. Thompson, CNP, Director, Community Placemaking and Special Projects, West 
Virginia Food and Farm Coalition 
• Tommye Rafes, Owner, T. L. Fruits and Vegetables and T. L. Soaps 
 










RCBI, Mountwest to offer OSHA safety course June 10-
11 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) and 
Mountwest Community & Technical 
College (MCTC) will offer the 
Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration (OSHA) 10-hour safety 
certification course for general industry 
Thursday, June 10, and Friday, June 11, 
from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. daily. Training 
will take place at Mountwest in 
Huntington. 
 
Taught by an OSHA-authorized trainer, the in-person class is designed to familiarize entry-level workers 
with federal standards and safety and health hazards common to the workplace in order to identify, avoid, 
control and prevent jobsite hazards. Participants who complete the training will earn OSHA course 
completion cards. 
 
“This type of OSHA training benefits both employees and employers,” said Carol Howerton, RCBI’s 
senior strategic advisor for workforce development. “It ensures workers possess the basic knowledge to 
mitigate on-the-job risk to themselves or others, while helping companies reduce downtime and costs 
associated with injuries and avoid higher worker’s compensation rates.” 
 
Cost for the 10-hours of training is $200 per person. For more information and to register, contact 
Howerton by e-mail at carol.howerton@rcbi.org or by phone at 304-781-1680, or MCTC’s Kristy Wood 








School of Medicine student selected for national addiction 
education program 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
Elizabeth A. Goetz, a rising second-year medical student at 
the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, was selected for 
the Summer Institute for Medical Students (SIMS), an 
addiction education program presented by the Hazelden 
Betty Ford Foundation in Center City, Minnesota. 
 
The weeklong intensive program at one of the nation’s 
premier addiction treatment centers allows selected medical 
students to participate in patient interaction and small group 
therapy, along with special presentations from the clinical 
team and discussions with other medical students. By 
shadowing addiction treatment patients and family program participants, SIMS provides an inside look at 
the dynamics of addiction and the process of healing. 
 
“I was born and raised in Huntington, West Virginia, and then went to Dayton, Ohio, for my 
undergraduate studies,” Goetz said. “Both places have been called ‘epicenters’ for the opioid epidemic, 
which is why this topic is so important to me. I don’t want to just hear about addiction, I want to gain the 
experience and perspective needed to provide a high-level of care for my future patients.” 
 
Goetz is currently considering a career in primary care so that she can support her patients’ physical and 















WMUL-FM students take home national awards from 
three competitions 
 
MAY 26, 2021 
 
Students from WMUL-FM, Marshall’s public radio station, brought home awards from three national 
broadcasting competitions: the 2020 Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) Mark of Excellence 
Contest,  the Hermes Creative Awards 2020-2021 competition, and the 27th Annual Communicator 
Awards 2021 Audio Competition. 
 
WMUL-FM students won one first-place award and one finalist award in the SPJ Mark of Excellence 
Contest for Region Four, consisting of West Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, and western Pennsylvania. 
 
“Our radio students have established a tradition at WMUL-FM of being able to successfully compete at 
the national, regional or state level with other student-operated college radio stations,” said Dr. Chuck G. 
Bailey, professor of Radio-Television Production and Management in the W. Page Pitt School of 
Journalism and Mass Communications at Marshall University and faculty manager of WMUL-FM. 
 
The first place award winning entry by WMUL-FM is in the Radio Feature Reporting category. The 
winning entry was: 
 
“Obinna Anochili-Killen Standout Athlete of the Week,” written and produced by Andrew Rogers, a 
junior from Clarksburg, broadcast during Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia, Jan. 17, 2020, and 
made available online. 
 
WMUL also earned a finalist award in the same category for the following entry: 
 
“Grant Wells Feature,” written and produced by Jayden Taylor, a junior from Nitro, broadcast during the 
pregame program of the Marshall versus Eastern Kentucky football game, Sept. 5, 2020, and also made 
available online. 
 
In the Hermes Creative Awards 2020-2021 competition, WMUL-FM received three Platinum Awards, 
five Gold Awards and seven Honorable Mention Awards. The Hermes Creative Awards are administered 
and evaluated by the Association of Marketing and Communication Professionals, and this year’s 
competition drew more than 6,000 entries from throughout the United States, Canada and dozens of other 
countries. 
 




WMUL-FM’s Platinum Award-winning entry was “49th Annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony 
November 14, 2019,” a live remote, with hosts of the program Makaylah Wheeler, a senior from 
Huntington; and Tyler Kennett, a junior from Rock, broadcast Nov. 14, 2019. The remote broadcast was 
produced on site by Spencer DuPuis, a recent graduate from Leesburg, Virginia, and engineered from the 
WMUL-FM on-air studio by David Adkins, a senior from Huntington. 
 
Audio/Radio Podcast Single Episode 
 
WMUL-FM’s Platinum Award-winning entry was “Pro Day,” written and produced by Nick Verzolini, a 
senior from Stewartstown, Pennsylvania, for “Herd Roundup,” and posted online March 13, 2020. 
 
Audio/Radio Sports Play-by-Play Programming 
 
WMUL-FM’s Platinum Award-winning entry was its broadcast of the Marshall versus University of 
Southern Mississippi men’s college basketball game played Feb. 6, 2020 in Huntington. The students 
calling the men’s basketball broadcast over FM 88.1 were: Play-by-play Announcer Andrew Rogers; 
Color commentator Nick Verzolini; Statistician Justin Zimmer, a sophomore from Bethesda, Maryland; 
Engineers Nick Matawa, a junior from Brick, New Jersey, and James Maddox, a recent graduate from 
Culloden. 
 
The Gold Award winning entries by WMUL-FM were in the following categories: 
 
Audio/Radio Ad/Promo 
WMUL-FM’s Gold Award-winning entry was “Alexis – Newscenter 88 Promo,” an in-house promotional 
announcement, broadcast in WMUL-FM’s Promotion Announcement rotation Feb. 19, 2020. Itwas 
written and produced by Zane Bowles, a junior from Sandstone. 
 
Audio/Radio Podcast Single Episode 
 
WMUL-FM’s Gold Award-winning entry was “Obinna Anochili-Killen Standout Athlete of the Week,” 
written and produced by Andrew Rogers and broadcast during Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia, 
Jan.17, 2020, and made available online. 
 
Another WMUL-FM Gold Award-winning entry was “Marshall Men’s Soccer Reflects upon Historic 
Season,” written and produced by Savanah Matney, a recent graduate from South Point, Ohio, broadcast 
during “Herd Roundup,” Dec. 6, 2019, and made available online. 
 
Audio/Radio Sports Program 
 
WMUL-FM’s Gold Award-winning entry was the March 13, 2020, edition of a collaborative high school 
sports radio program between WMUL-FM and WFGH-FM in Fort Gay, West Virginia that is broadcast 
to a statewide audience. “Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia” runs from 9 p.m. to midnight each 
Friday night during the high school basketball season with its audio signal originating from the studios of 
WMUL-FM, but includes a high definition video signal coming from the W. Page Pitt School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication’s Television Studio A. Volunteer hosts Ryan Epling, Ric Morrone, 
Joe Linville, Bill Cornwell and guests provide fans with continual score updates, interviews and analysis 
of the evening’s games. 
 
Audio/Radio Sports Play-by-Play Programming 
 
WMUL-FM’s Gold Award-winning entry was WMUL-FM’s broadcast of the Marshall University versus 
Louisiana Tech men’s basketball contest Feb. 8, 2020, in Huntington. The students calling the men’s 
basketball broadcast over FM 88.1 were: Play-by-play announcer Nick Verzolini; color commentator 
Andrew Rogers; courtside reporter Savanah Matney; engineer Wesley Steele, a sophomore from 
Flatwoods, Kentucky. 
 
The Honorable Mention Award winning entries by WMUL-FM were in the following categories: 
 
Social Media Site: Twitter   
WMUL’s FM 88 Sports Twitter account is recognized for its use during sporting events and continual 
coverage of Marshall sports throughout  the academic year. It can be followed at @WMUL_Sports. The 
Twitter account is overseen by all members of the FM 88 sports staff. 
 
Social Media Site: Instagram 
 
WMUL-FM’s station Instagram account is recognized for its use for coverage of campus/community 
news and updates from the local music scene throughout the academic year. The radio station’s Instagram 
account is overseen by Makaylah Wheeler. It can be found at http://www.instagram.com/wmul_radio/. 
 
Audio/Radio Podcast Single Episode 
 
“Grant Wells Feature” written and produced by Jayden Taylor, broadcast during the pregame program of 
the Marshall versus Eastern Kentucky football game, Sept. 5, 2020. 
 
Audio/Radio/Podcast Sports Program 
 
An Honorable Mention was awarded for “Sportsview,” featuring third-year Marshall Swimming and 
Diving Head Coach Ian Walsh with host Andrew Rogers and producer Justin Zimmer,  broadcast Sept. 
30, 2020. 
 
Another Honorable Mention was awarded for “Inside Conference USA” with Hosts Nick Verzolini and 
Andrew Rogers, and Engineer Justin Zimmer, broadcast Sept. 30, 2020. 
 
Audio/Radio Sports Play-by-Play Programming 
 
An Honorable Mention was awarded for WMUL-FM’s broadcast of the Cleveland Classic featuring 
Marshall men’s basketball versus Duquesne University Dec. 29, 2019, in Cleveland. The students calling 
the game broadcast over  FM 88.1 were: Play-by-Play Announcer Nick Verzolini,  Color Commentator 
Andrew Rogers, and Engineer Blake Jude, a sophomore from Lesage. 
 
Video/Online Video Program 
 
An Honorable Mention was awarded for the March 13, 2020, edition of “Basketball Friday Night in West 
Virginia.” Volunteer hosts Ryan Epling, Ric Morrone, Joe Linville, Bill Cornwell, and guests provided 
fans with continual score updates, interviews and analysis of the evening’s games. 
 
In the 27th Annual Communicator Awards 2021 Audio Competition, students and the operations manager 
received eight Awards of Excellence and seven Awards of Distinction. The 2021 contest had more than 
5,000 entries from radio stations, ad agencies, interactive agencies, production firms, in-house creative 
professionals, graphic designers, design firms, public relations firms, corporate communications 
departments and government entities. 
 
The Award of excellence winning entries by WMUL-FM were in the following categories: 
Audio Newscast 
 
The Award of Excellence was given for the “5:00 p.m. Edition of Newscenter 88” broadcast Nov. 6, 2019. 
The students who participated in this newscast were: Landon Mitchell, a senior from Ottawa (Producer); 
Makaylah Wheeler (Anchor); Ethan Edmond, a freshman from Belington (Anchor); David Adkins 
(Weather); and Alexandra Warrington, a recent graduate from Bristow, Va. (Sports Anchor). 
 
Audio Podcasts-Individual Episodes: Sports 
 
The Award of Excellence was given for: 
 
“Jon Elmore’s Legendary Career,” written and produced by Tyler Kennett, broadcast during “Herd 
Roundup” March 22, 2019, and also made available online. 
 
“Marshall Men’s Soccer Reflects upon Historic Season,” written and produced by Savanah Matney, 
broadcast during “Herd Roundup,” December 6, 2019, and made available online. 
 
“Obinna Anochili-Killen Standout Athlete of the Week,” written and produced by Andrew Rogers, 
broadcast during Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia, Jan. 17, 2020, and made available online. 
 
“Marshall’s Evolving Offense,” written and produced by Nick Verzolini, broadcast during the “Cutting 
Edge Sports Radio Network Pregame Program” prior to kickoff of the Marshall versus Cincinnati football 
game Sept. 28, 2019, and also made available online. 
 
Audio Sports Program 
 
The Award of Excellence was given for: 
 
“Herd Roundup” with host Spencer DuPuis, broadcast Dec. 6, 2019, and also made available online. 
 
The March 13, 2020, edition of “Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia.” Volunteer hosts Ryan Epling, 
Ric Morrone, Joe Linville, Bill Cornwell and guests provide fans with continual score updates, interviews 
and analysis of the evening’s games. 
 
Film/Video Sports Program 
 
The March 13, 2020, edition of “Basketball Friday Night in West Virginia.” 
 




An Award of Distinction was given for the “5:00 p.m. Edition of Newscenter 88” broadcast March 13, 
2019. The students who participated in this newscast were Anh Do, a recent graduate from Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam (Producer); Nick Matawa (Anchor); Makaylah Wheeler (Anchor); Justin Murphy, a former 
student from Huntington (Weather); Wesley Steele, a sophomore from Flatwoods, Kentucky (Sports 
Anchor) 
 
Individual Episodes: News 
 
An Award of Distinction was given for “49th Annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony November 14, 
2019,” a live remote, with hosts of the program Makaylah Wheeler and Tyler Kennett, broadcast Nov. 14, 
2019.  The remote broadcast was produced on-site by Spencer DuPuis and engineered from the WMUL-




An Award of Distinction was given for “WMUL Sports Flavor Parlor,” an in-house promotional 
announcement broadcast in WMUL-FM’s Promotion Announcement rotation Dec. 2, 2019, and is still in 
rotation was written and produced by Tyler Kennett. 
 
AUDIO SPORTS PROGRAM 
 
An Award of Distinction was given for “Inside Conference USA” with Hosts Nick Verzolini and Andrew 
Rogers, and Engineer Wesley Steele, broadcast Oct. 2, 2019. 
 
Audio Sports Play-by-Play Programming 
 
An Award of Distinction was given for WMUL-FM’s broadcast of CollegeInsider.com Tournament 
Championship Marshall men’s basketball versus University of Wisconsin Green Bay played April 4, 
2019 in Huntington. The students calling the men’s basketball game broadcast over FM 88.1 were: Play-
by-Play Announcer Nick Verzolini; Color Commentator Andrew Rogers; Courtside Reporter Savanah 
Matney; and Engineer Wesley Steele. 
 
Another Award of Distinction was given for WMUL-FM’s broadcast of the Marshall University versus 
Louisiana Tech football contest played Nov. 15, 2019, in Huntington. The students calling the football 
broadcast over FM 88.1 were: Play-by-Play Announcer Nick Verzolini, Color Commentator Wesley 
Steele; Sideline Reporter Tyler Kennett; and Engineer Justin Zimmer. 
 
A third Award of Distinction was given for WMUL-FM’s broadcast of Marshall football versus Virginia 
Military Institute (VMI) played Aug. 31, 2019, in Huntington. The students calling the football game 
broadcast over FM 88.1 were: Play-by-Play Announcer Andrew Rogers; Color Commentator Nick 
Verzolini; Sideline Reporter Savanah Matney; On-Site Engineer Spencer DuPuis; and Engineers Wesley 











New Cases Since May 11, 2021 
   Students: 0 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 0 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 




The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed June 2, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by noon Tuesday, June 1, 2021. 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/May-26-2021. 
